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Applicants' remarks and amendments, filed on November 23, 2004, have been 
carefully considered. Claims 3 and 7-17 have been canceled; no new claims have 
been added. 

Claims 1 and 4-6 remain pending in this application. 

Election/Restrictions 
Applicants' election with traverse of Group I, claims 1-6, with "isomerization" 
as the elected species, in the previous Office Action, is noted. However, in view of 
Applicants' cancellation of non-elected claims 7-17, the species requirement made in 
the previous Office Action is withdrawn, as generic claim 1 is now considered 
allowable. 



Withdrawn Rejections 

The 112(2) rejection of claims 1-6 stated in the previous Office Action has 
been withdrawn in view of Apphcants' amendment to claim 1, i.e., replacing the 
word "by" with the word "comprising" to line 1. 

The 102(e) rejection of claims 1, 2, and 4-6 as being anticipated by Marella et 
al. (U. S. Patent No. 6,180,556) has been withdrawn in view of Applicants' 
amendment to claim 1 by incorporating therein the subject matter of claim 3. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
1. Claims 1, 2, and 4-6 allowed. 



Reasons for Allowance 
2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record does not teach or suggest AppUcants' claimed process 
for converting hydrocarbons, wherein a feed is contacted with a sohd acid catalyst to 
give a converted product, wherein the catalyst comprises (1) a support comprising a 
sulfated oxide or hydroxide of at least an element of Group IVB, (2) a first 
component selected from the group consisting of at least one lanthanide series 
element, mixtures thereof, and yttrium, and (3) a second component selected from 
the group of platinum group metals and mixtures thereof, wherein the atomic ratio 
of the first component to the second component is at least about 2. 

Marella et al. (U. S. Patent No. 6.180,556), while disclosing an isomerization 
process in which solid superacid catalysts can be employed, said catalysts consisting 
of a mixed sulfated oxide of zirconium and at least one other element selected fi-om 
Groups 3-15 and the Lanthanides, and may also contain metals such as platinum, 
does not teach or reasonably suggest the claimed atomic ratio. Further, while a 
plethora of elements are fisted in Marella et al.. the reference does not provide any 
motivation or a reasonable teaching to combine the elements as recited in the 
instant claims. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Patricia L. Hailey whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1369. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mark L. Bell can be reached on (571) 272-1362. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group 1700 Receptionist, whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-1700. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Apphcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published apphcations may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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